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CHRISTIAN CONTROVERSY

J. U-Xv^l aIh^I~ tv, (vu^t*|
^

U\ W-i.Lt. if tvtu -5 L*Jv^
^ 4i4*v^f ClunfvUy CsiaL)

To some 1 this is a contradiction,
differences ,

they
7
' say

.

~ WV,M „ Unity does not contain

And Christians do not have controversy, or,

If" they do, 'they' are* not Christian. But If anyone thinks that is

what Is meant by ecumenicity, think again. Or better yet, read

the Bible. "When Peter came to Antioch," says Paul VGal. Z.lJJ,

"I withstood him to his face." You see, there were differences,

there were controversies even In the early, undivided, catholic »J

and* apaxfcBliE church of the apostles*

Roger Hazelton of Oberlin writes rather sharply of the

danger of so misinterpreting Christian ecumenicity that it makes

us too timid to disagree honestly with anyone. In an ecumenical

gathering," he writes, "one tends to speak cautiously, carefully.,

with excessive politeness... There comes into vogue what may be

called an ecumenical style.. colorless .ponderous it is, to be

sure, an eminently churchly style (patterned after) biblical and

liturgical phrasing, and staying comfortably within the traditional

framework of Images and ideas. However, one does miss the Inquiring kisidia

boldness and creative tang (of genuine theological thought) and one

resents a bit the anonymous, declarative and committee-produced

quality of ecumenical statements . " ^ ^ f
H

There Is no anonymous, ecumenical pussy-footing with

the Apostle Paul. He was a Christian ecumaniac and he speaks

his piece as the Spirit moves him, not as diplomatic churchman-

chit> might direct. "Whan Peter came to Antioch I withstood

him to his face." Now not planning to stir up ^ contro-

versy here Just to prove my own apostolic boldness. I8d rather

III what ChSstian lessons can be learned from this kind of an

encounter, and how we can learn to live together in unity with

our differences as Christians.

I once read a sermon by a Dr. Elackwelder on this

texjt in Galatians. He found three points in It. First, Pau

had the courage to stand—and that takes courage. Second, he

had the courage to wTEKStand-and that takes even more courage

sometimesras when KuTToEd himself standing here not only against

Peter, chief of the apostles (Paul, you remember, oans himse if

the least of the apostles), but also against his
sSv lA

Barnabas? "Even Barnabas was carried away, he says sadly In

verse 13. And third, Paul, had the power to understand. Stand
^

withstand and ^understand. iPettT-^?mld -gtand and--w4 the tana

It is the third point I am Interested In, not the

standing and withstanding, but the understanding. 1 don * think

I have to make a case for controversy In Korea. we are quite

able to do that without coaching. We’re glutted with people

who love to stand and withstand. What we really need Is ai a

little less wlthwtandlng, and a little more
^KaJs^he^nder-

Paul could stand and withstand as a Christian because he under

stood", because he had made the right first choice, the choice

oi Christ.
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Note how this account of that early apostolic con-

troversy ends. It begins with disagreement, but It ends with

the secret of how to carry on a controversy, when it is necessa-

ry, and still remain Christian. The secret is in verse 20: I

am crucified with Christ," says Paul. "It is no longer I that

live but Christ who lives in me; and the life I now live I live

by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave himself lor me.

Just as the starting point of unity and agreement is

always Christ, so also, although this is not so readily recog-

nized, the starting point of disagreement among Christians

must also be Christ, or ihsxsssHfcKisxexKjcxwlli their differences

will not be Christian.

What I am trying to say is put more clearly in

an interesting book I have been reading, Fundamental lsgi and the

Church by Gabriel Hebert, an Anglican whose heart has long been

troubled by the history of division in student work in England

between two Protestant organizations, the Student Christian

Movement, and the Inter-Varsity Fellowship. He writes from with-

in the S.C.M. but with as much warm-hearted appreciation of those o

on thfc other side as I have rarely seen. He is looking for a

cure for the crippling spirit of controversy, but does not make

the mistake of denying the right of controversy, and that is a

very hard thing to do, indeed.

He begins with the proposition that "It is impossible

that a controversy between believing Christians should end in

final disagreement; for Christ has made them one. I’m not

sure that I can accept all of that proposition; I'll have
.

t°
-

n

think it over a bit more. It was true of the controversy between

Paul and Peter with which we began, but I am not sure that it

can be true of all controversies between Christians this side
(

of the grave--given the stubborn obstinacy of some Christians

minds, including my own.

But I do wholeheartedly agree with him when he goes

on to say that there is a right way and a wrong way to conduct

a Christian controversy, and that the right way _ needs to^ start

^

with the unity which God has made." that is, with the unity t a

is already ours in Christ, (p. lft) The wrong way, on the other

hand, he says, always starts with the determined intention to

prove that I am right and he is wrong. In doing so, I state

what I take to be his position; and this in itself is a mo

irritating thing to do, for I know how I feel when ° ther
^

to me I prove that he is wrong; but if I seem to have won the

argument Aave really lost it, f<br I have sent him away determined

to think up all the counter-arguments which he failed to express

adequately
P
when He was arguing with me. In the 41»nation I have

stood before him not as a brother In Christ, but as a rival and

an opponent", (p. 15)

What, then, is the Christian way to conduct a contro-

versy with Christians? To differ in unity? Let me suggest

three simple points:

First, begin in Christ. Begin with the assumption
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that you are both Christians. Make at least that much of a con-
cession, that your opponent is at least that much right, that he
is still your brother. Do you think for a minute that in the
apostolic controversy Paul thought that Peter was not a Christian?

Second, proceed in Christ. There is no Christian way
of fighting out your differences in your own strength and your
own wisdom. Self-reliance shatters unity; but reliance on Christ
can preserve it. "Have this mind in you which was also in Christ
Jesus," said Paul to the quarreling factions amBHg at Philippi.
Be humble. Allow yourself the humility to believe that in your-
self you have not always been right, and your brother, the

opponent, may not always have been wrong.

And thirdly, end in Christ. I am not ready to go as

fi#r as Hebert and insist that Christians must always end their
controversies in complete agreement, but I would plead for two

things: One, greater expectation of agreement, and two, recog-
nition of the fact that even when agreement may fail, we are no
worse off than when we began, and we began ,

remember , in Christ .

One of the happiest things about the days in which
we live is precisely the greater expectation of agreement that
has sprung up between Roman Catholics and Protestants. What a

change, what a happy change, and what a sudden change this has
been. If you will forgive a personal illustration.. I have no
sister. We were a family of five sons upin Pyengyang across the

line, and the nearest thing we had to a sister was a female
cousin from Oregon whom my mother imported all the way across the

Pacific in the forlorn hope of civilizing her flue male savages.
We were hard on the poor girl, as you may well imagine, but how
we missed her when she went back to America after two years with
us. But then she married a Catholic and virtually dropped out of

our lives. That was the kind of a relationship we had then.

There was a distance between us that was in some ways colder than
open enmity. But things have changed, and how wonderful it is to

be back on speaking terms. I never fail to drop in on my cousin
now, when I am in tie States. She has five boys herself. It was
contagious. And the youngest, she tells me with pride, is the

only little Catholic boy in Medford, Oregon, named for a Protestant
missionary, Samuel Moffett Naumes.

Of course this is all very superficial, you may say,

but is it? Is it really superficial to begin our reacquaintance
with love. There is time and enough to face our differences
honestly, to speak the truth to each other as we must. But Raxi
St. Paul himself bids us speak that truth with love. There is

never a time when there is no time for Christian love.

This, the love of Christ and for each other, readies
us for the profounder unities, and the profounder disagreements
as well, which will come. There will be the disagreements ,

and

there should be no hiding them, but ther^ will also be the

bridges, bringing with them that greater expectation of of agree-
ment in Christ.

I^t me mention Ju
r t two of them in closing: the surge

of Biblical studies in Catholic circles, and the Protestant re-appralaal
of tradition.
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Some ThoUghts and Suggestions About How to Live in RealP.hrxstxan Fellowship with Other Missionaries Having
— iffering Ideas and Convictions

COMMENT: I would be' interested in the results whinh -r nsuggestions plus ideas which help to attain' t hi 1^ \ f
parrying out these

successfully. " ^ls Soa-l of real fellowship more

No. 1

No. 2.

SSi^nSies?' Think ^and *pray"about f
^
S °Vhe other “H™** or

these tilings. Carry a notebook ^

Jis. opend 2-3 days collecting
when and 2 ley c 0-\o you Alon^ih^Y^^ doW1^
the good things you know of they have done!

llstlnS write do™ all

tf(the^^^o^hwf °f
R
them> reaS°nS why you obj ect

down. After and onlv^frrfr^U u
SUre y°U get a11 of them

criticisms onel^-f^^Tt sS T 2:1 ’ Then g0 ov- >™r
...d honestly nnsLr tU “ •*«***» **

a.

b.

irw.iy^lif e?
S Criticisns an ex™Ple of Romans

»o any of these criticisms point to any of my
past, unforgiven sins?

^

No. 3.

ltVTl
S

vil/l:
rYny re

f
ction

f> ^ inward reactions, to this oerson
l{k

haPPy to explain to Christ were He to appearand
- l"- r °°n about these reactions?' 1

‘"0 ' K
c^rtr- ir h“ dwticis, tl

r/tt K th

T

:i\t,

them.
7 WantS y°U t0 learn about this and how to handle

No. 3.
• Be

f' dl»=»» 5inS specific problems

md see both sides T*
S*S» fS?\r“nki^

ab“l HriUW “« »S heljs

No. 6. I
ifJ

0U
r
beC

°f!
angry with a fellw worker, ask yourself: -»is this a~ HI?

under the category described
indignation comes

. . 2
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you, and you especially, will see them as Christ sc-% the d_f„icultie.s.

Pray that
3

each of you will see r.U truth. Pray • iat your heart wil-

be filled with love and understanding for the >.
1

1 or. on.

Mn ft If the difficulties are with one who has been ; t! > fi Id longer
N°- 8

' remember changes are constantly taking place. The -^
may be just as faithfully following what he was t , - e •• ;

fully as you are. This is especially true in , **..<*, U la IJce

medicine.' Things change so rapidly in this vb. h = - I People

who graduated after me were doing things which w.u.c h,ve consider, d

"malpractice" . Also remember all the newest if. ' dot aKys thv

best! I remember in the early 30 's there was • f ^mong some ch_ld

guidance people to say children should be : lc "
. 1
" • G

ing too much affection was not good. Hardl, ... - -

this now, yet it was very important in many mrcl.,. i

^
su e

other fields - education, theology, engineering and th.r « -

similar things are true. Both the person who
.

, %
and the one shorter may feel the other is wron - ^ i- "oom lor

honest disagreements.

No 9 Prav believing that God will help work out the p v’lon. in true Christian

’• SS^fip pf«, believing that the other parnen «««
too. Any person who has spent two 01 three te.i -

- have
has had many experiences of guidance and lea ->. i

‘

J- • ^
also made mistakes. Both younger and more expert - f 1 ^ 1

make mistakes and will continue o do so. Botn youn, “d more^x

perienced missionaries do mary t ings for God Anycm - ha taken

training and got to the field having had to make the n essaiy change

to come also has to have experience and faith with bod.

No. 10. It is my conviction that anyone who follows such a procec e

a marked improvement within thirty aciys.
‘ Hptht-r strate

witnesses of us missionaries comes from our fai.ure to

among ourselves Christ’ s loving peaceful solutio. to proole..

arise among us,

m

issionaries

.

James A. Stringham, M.P

Nur Manzil Psychiatric Center

Lai Bagh, Lucknow, U.P. - dia.

Oct. 3, 1963.
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John Owen on Church peaoe

A paper prepared for the

February 5* 196? meeting of

The Pusan Evangelical Library
Aflsociation - by Theodore Hard

I. thl. Mr in Korea «h.r. there MM™*

h

of̂ l>urc:hjapllt.

^

dissension among Chriatiaaa lntci eoLio
treatise ,

entitled
earlier days to

t ^ an\ ftVP ana peace, was written in a land end
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In favor with Charles II and James II.

However, he was no straddler of fences, or follower of the crowd.

In a day of Laud's high-handedness he left Oxford In protest. In a day

of Intolerant Presbyterian supremacy he moved to Independency. In 1660

the Presbyterians deprived him of his deanery. In 1664, when episcopacy

and the monarchy were restored, he was among the non-Anglicans who were

all prevented from meetings for worship In groups of more than five

persons unless they used the Prayerbook (Convetlcle Act). And under the

Five Mile Act, 1665, he and other non-conforralst s were forbidden to come

within five miles of any city or incorporated tjtfwon, or teach In any school

unless they promised they would not at any time ’’endeavor the alteration

of government In church and st'ite,
1*

Hie collected works run to 21 sizeable volumes, and his writings

are highly prized by lovers of Puritan and Calvlnlstlc literature. Among

his greatest are his superb work on the holy Spirit, and his important

commentary on the epistle to the Hebrews. He wrote powerful, lasting

works in such diversified fields as systematic theology, exegetlcal litera-

ture polemics, and devotional works.

INTRODUCTION
The subject of the discourse before us is that of church peace,

of what some call Ironies. Th^bubject is rather broadly approached, but

la not a systematic and comprehensive treatise on all aspects of the

subject. Its particular task is first, to Justify the course of the

Puritan churches who refused to conform to the Church of ngl*?nd, and,

second, to make a defense to the charge of schism.

‘"The principal charge against us, an^fchat wherelnto all other

may be resolved, is our non-conformity unto the present constitutions

of the Church of Jngland. For hence we are accused to be guilty of

the want of Chrsitian love and peaceableness, of schism, and an in-

clination to all sorts of dicislons, contrary to the rules and

precepts of the gospel.
1

" (p.10)
Before Owen begln^fais defense, he warns of the necessity of^

avoiding invective and of walking in love and peace with all men. Then he

reminds his readers that even if he were readily to conform with the

Church of England such action would not free him from a charge of schism,

for he, as well as the Church of fngl nd would still be under the same

charge from the Church of Rome. It is his desire to nu-ke his reply

according to the Scripture, and to please Christ, who is th/Judge.

His argument proceeds roughly asfollows. First, it if^truly

incumbent upon us to love all mankind. However, tha t love for men must

not obscure the fact that men are sinners, and that apart from Christ

none can be saved from damnation, The race is thus divided between

those that love Christ and thosewho do not. Love for the latter oneswlll

be expressed in compassionate desire to lead them to salvation in Christ.

But it must not obscure the fact of their lost estate apart form Christ.

In Chapter three he discusses the church under the threefold aspects

of Its Invisibility, Its vislvlllty, and Its particular assemblies or

churches. As he views the catholic church as simultaneously militant

and Invisible he knows that the remainder of sin In us will p roduce in

us divisions and schisms, as well as differences In professl n. But we

have the obligation to see all believers aa in Christ, and without ©vll

surmlsBings and irregular Judging to seek a peacable walking "nd unity

with other Christians. He says, p.P9
. , . .

“’‘That the son^6r children of this church of Jerusalem which is

above, and is the mother of us all* ,
should on the account oj their

various apprehensions of some things relating to religion or the worship

of God, unavoidably attending their frail and Imperfect condition in



this world, yea, or of any schisms or divlshlons ensuing thereon, pro-
ceeding from corrupt and not thoroughly mortified affections, by war-
ranted to hate, Judge, despise, or contemn one another, much more to

strive by external force to coerce, punish, or destroy th6m that differ

from them, is as foreign to the gospel, as that we Bhould believe in

Mahomet, and not in Jesus Christ, Whatever share, therefore, we are

forced to bear in differences with, or divisions from, the members of

this church (that is, any who declare and evidence themselves so to

be, by a visible and regular profession of faith and obedience)...
we acknowledge it to be our duty. . . to endeavor after the strictest
communion with them in all spiritual things thajfthe gospel^doth
require, or whereof our condition in this world is capable.

*

Likewise, secondly, though there be variations in the visible church,

says Owen,
"in this catholic visible church, as comprehensive of all who

throughout the world outwardly own the gospel, there is an acknowledg-

ment of 'one Lord, one faith, one baptism, ' which are a sufficient
foundation of that love, union, and communion among them, which they

are capable, or, or arc- required of the,.
1

" (p.32)
Owen acknowledges the Church of lingland to be a part of this

catholic church, and *as sound and healthful a part of the catholic

church as any in the world.
1
" (p.35) To this catholic visible church

is owed Christian love and ‘"constant communion.*1 We note this somewhat

surprising acknowledgement of Owens, and see his fairness and magnanimity

of expression.

Thirdly, the church is viewed in its aspect as being constituted

in large part by particular churches (congregations, we can say).

For reasons of sin or ignorance men have differed in opinion about the

proper government and practice of these churches. But, says Owen,

'"There will indeed by a distinct end separate practice in the

things wherein the difference lies, which in itself • • . need not

on either side to be schlsmatlcal. fl

(p.44)
Churches may differ, and thus have separate practice, says Owen.

The main issue before Owen, however, is whether by censures or any kind

of power, churches or persons can force others in the church to submit to

their particular wajp. of government or practice. Owen points out that

true communion in the church does not consist only of quiet subjection

to rulers in the church, if they be self-appointed or rule under false

pretension. (p. 45) Similarly, in the esses of churches which hsve

utterly departed from Christ we may recognize that some individuals in

such ohurches are ture believers, but we are required to be separate

from these believers organizationally. ‘"Our life is to be toward them

as personarelating unto Jesus Christ. • • but all communion with them

in the act 8 of false worship is forbidden unto us. '"We think of the

divided church in the division of Judah and Israel, and though Israel

reached its depth of apostasy and degeneracy in the days of Ahab and

Jezebel, het God had preserved to himself 7,000 who had not bowed the

knee to Baal and had respect to them "’as his people, because of those

secret ones, and because the token of his covenant was yet in their

flesh; affording them an expraordlnary ministry by his prophets, when

the ordinary by priests and Levites was utterly ceased.
1

" Yet communion

with them by Judah was impossible, it would seem. (my comment).
As for as any forcing their way upon us, says Owen,

"Much more may any refuse the communion of su*h churches, if they

impose on them their corruptions, errors, fallings, and mistakes, as

the condition of their communion: for hereby they directly moke them-

selves lords over the faith and worship of the disciples of Ciirlst,

and ar^Vold of all authority from him in what they so do or impose.

)p.50) (This will be commente<)(m later.)



In short, Owen summarizes as follows;
*Some kind of communion we may hold with them that *re of no

Instituted or particular churches, or whose church-otste Is rejected,
even as a person excommunicated Is to be admonished as a brother.
And some kind of communion we may lawfully refuse with some t&ue
churches."* (p. 52 )

Two prlnclpla considerations, then, govern the matter of xommunlon
with particular churdhes which we hold as time churches of Christ.

*"1. That nothing sinful in itself, or unto us, be required of us
as the condition of communion. 2. That we may in such churches obtain
the Immediate end of their institution and our conjunction with them,
which is our edification in faith, love, and obedience ."*(p. 52)

But, says Owen, even If a church errs In both these considerations and
thus we cannot Join with it, that is not to say th6lr errors are ab-

solutely destructive of their particular state of being a church. This
distinction is basis to Owen. We may separate from a church without
our considering it to be apostate, he would say.

In Chapter Four Owen deals with the causes of schism. It iswell to

note his view of the nature of schism so that mere separation not be
identified with it. We list his points briefly.

The first cause of schism is the misapprehension of evangelical
unity. This unity consists of, 1. a spiritual oneness in the same body
of Christ, 2. a uMty of confession of the fundamental articles of the

Christian religion, in which differences in precise conception are held
with mutual condescension and forbearance. 3. Is is a unity of love,
sine qua non , for without love all appearances of union are valueless.
4. The unity also consists of a submission unto edification to the Lord
in the ordinances for church government and worship which He has set

up in the Bible, and the administration of which he has enabled some to

well perform through gifts which he bestows.
To aim at such true evangelical unity and leave all other subsidiary

or organizational considerations temporarily aside will provide, says

Owen, a natural way of healing thaffalll eventually and naturally lead
to true unity. Here he distinguishes between '"evangelical union* and

‘"external uniformity"* and condemns that spirit which seeks to force con-

formity in externals. This is a distinction made three centuries ago

that ought to be made more clearly by our ecumenical zealots of today.

Owe n is surprisingly modern. Or perhaps we can say that the problems we

face today are as old ae the church itself.
The second cause of schism is the neglect of known gospel duty.

Owen subdivides this by describing godpel duty as, 1. preaching the

gospel for the conversion of sinners, 2, Edification of those who

believe, 3. holy living, partucularly of the those in the ministry,
and, 4. the due exerciBe of gospel discipline, which latter must
always be in the interest of restoring the sinner in love.

Owen then list principles which seduce churches into sin and
mispractice, such as confidence of place, contempt of the people,
trust in worldly grandeur, a conceit concerning their knowledge, and ,

lastly, the presence in the church of false teachers and "broachers of

novel, corrupt and heretical doctrines. ' It may be well to comment
here that the last item on the list isto many people, it seems, the

primary and single concern, the other questions or dangers neglected.

It would aopear that the Pharisees in Jesus' day had all the faults

except the" last, which they claimed was the error of the Sadduccees,

whom they opposed so violently. We must avoid the same "deed f orthodoxy.

In Chapter Five, the concluding chapter, Owen presents his reasons

for non-conformity with the Church of England. They are the application
of those principles we have discussed above in the specific situation
of his time.. He first iterates the principle that the rulers of the



church have the authority to command oh>y what Chrl6t has already com-

manded. and they can make no condition of membership but that which

Christ has commanded (pp. 103,109) * 8 to the Jerusalem Council of

sets 15 Owen points out that that counoll expressly declared (In

Owen's word* ) '"that nothing but necessary things (that Is, such 4s

are so from other reasons antecedently unto their presclptlons and

appointment a ) ought to be required of any ChrlstlanB In the communion

of worship of the church
1
'’ and the temporary abstinence was directed to

avoid a present scandal which might have hindered the gospel and this was

not a denial of liberty, but a temporary foregoing of the use of the

liberty. Paul, in Homans l4 f 15 teaches the liberty of Christians in

Blmllar matters. e comment here th t It would be well In the Korean

Bhurches with which we labor If their conflltutlon or action s of their

church courts reflected these distinctions clearly. In the Presbyterian

Church with which many of ub are connected the forbidding, or rather

the warning In respect to drlpklng alcoholic beverages must take one

of several dlBtlnct poetltlons, but seems to avoid so doing In the

present administration of these qarnings or prohibitions, is It, for

example, their position that It l^a si*/ to drink wine, or Is It their

position that we ought not to drink because of possible scandal or

offense? The clarity of Acts 15 la to be desired In all church pro-

nouncements. »'hat Paul says to Infant churches of the first century

seems too strong meat for churdhea of the 20th century.

Owen, in part of his defense against the Church of England, asserts

the very argument that hesays the churoh's leading Boholsrs used to

Justify their secession from Rome. He says.
. ..

‘"The sum of what Is pleaBed by them is, 'That the being of the

c athollc church lies in essentials: that for a particular church

to disagree from all other particular churches in some extrinsical

and accidental things, is not to separate from the catholic church,

so as to cease to be a church} but still whatever church makes Buch

extatUib&a&l things the necessary conditions of communion, so as to cast

men out of the ohurch, who yield not to them, la schismatics!, in Its

so doing, and the separation from it Is so far from being schism,

that being east out of that church on those terms only, returns them

unto the communion of the catholic church. 1

(p.125)

Or to continue In the same vein:
, . .

*. . . where unscrlptural conditions of communion, Indispensably to be

submitted unto and observed, are by any church Imposed on those whom

they expect or require to Join In their fellowship, communion, and

order} If they on whom they are so Imposed, do thereon withhold or

withdraw themselves from the communion of the church, expeclally in

the acts, duties, and parts of worship, wherein a submission unto

these conditions Is expressed whither verbally or virtually, they are

not thereon to be eeteemed guilty of schism; but the shole fault of

the divisions which ensue thereon, Is to be chargeo on them who In 1

on the necessity of their Imposition, (p.125)

Those matters demanded by the Church of England were, 1. a 88®nt to

and use of Its liturgy, 2. canonical submission unto the

government of the churoh and unto the administration of the discipline

thereof, 3. use and observation of the ceremonies used In the church, and

4. in some case6 an oath of canonical obedience.

In conclusion Owen asserts the right of Christians to form Into

churches separate from the government and liturgy of the Church of

England, as" true aseemblle^f the church of Jesus Christ. He admit

that in such case there Is a separation from the Church of Eng^'n
^*

not a schism, and a separation such thr.t true communion la still retained



• . . we do proserve our communion entire with the church of
Ungl^and (that is, all the visible professors of the gospel of this
nation), as it is a part of the catholic church. • . Our non- admittance
of the present government and discipline of the church • . wo have
accounted for before. But we are one with the whole body of the pro-
fessors of the Protestant religion, in a public avovment of the same
faith.
m

'"Continuing therefore in the constant profession of the same faith with
all other Protestants in the nation, and the whole body thereof, as
united in the profession of it under one civil or political head; and
having antecedently no evangelical obligation upon us unto local
communion in the same ordinance of worship numerically with any par-
ticular or parochial church; and being prohibited from any such com-
munion by the terms, conditions, 3nd customs indispensably annexed
unto it by the laws of the land and the church, which are not lawful for
us to observe, being ChrlBt's frGemen; it being moreover our duty to
assemble ourselves in societies for the celebration of the worship of
God in Christ, as that .hlch is expressly commanded; w© are abundantly
satisfied, that however v/e may be censured. Judged, or condemned by men,
in and for what we do, yet that h6 doth both accept us here, and will
acquit us hereafter, who we serve and seek in all things to obey.'"

(pp. 153,139)
Thus ends this remarkable treatise, so careful, gracious, and

conscientious a document that we can well to ke heed to it in content,
mode of reasoning, nd spirit. The V6ry last sentence breathes the

spirit we so need today in our churches;
we shall endeavor also to exercise all duties of the same

love, peaceableness, and gentleness towards them by who we are
hated and reviled.'"

This treatise, first published in 1672, was written in a time
(precisely which yeor, I do not know) when a civil war raged In
England, or, when, that war being over, the Stuarts and the Church of
England reigned supreme again. Our present conflicts are tame in com-

parison. May our hearts be as calm and reasonable and magnanimous, and
our adherence to principles as clear and true, as John Owen's.

discourse concerning Evangelical Love, Church-Peace and Unity ”,

is found in Vol xxi of the ’works of John Owen edited by Thomas
Ftusoel, published in London in 1826 for Richard Baynes.


